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i , ; The Best Soil for Frail Treea.
j

After almost a half century of expe
rience in raising fruitwe are decidedly
of opinion, as a general rule, that the best
soil on which to raise fruit, is that just
cleared of a forest. The surface slwuld
be rolling or descending, and moderately
dry and rich. , Such ground. need little
or ho preparation ; the roots of the forest
trees, a they decays keep the soil loose
and mellow, and afford the exact food ne-

cessary for a rapid and healthy growth
of the fruit trees ; and the soil' abounds
plentifully in those efements. which are
requisite to form 7the. most perfect fruit.
Another consideration, and a very impor--"
tant one,' is,2 that fruit trees grown, on re-

cently cleared forest land, are much less
diseased than those grown on old land,
and the fruit is not near so liable to be at- -'I'... . .

ticked by insects.. :

Any one going from ah old settled coun-

try to a new one, will not fail to observe
tlte remarkable difference between the
trees and fruit of one and the other. How
much thriftier they are in the latter than
in the former, and how much larger, fair-

er, and more perfect the fruit. '
..

t,We would advise those contemplating
setting out new orchards, if they have
noi woodland to clear forfthis purpose, to
set. apart as much as they desire tor fruit;
aid let it grow up with young forest or oth-

er trees as rapid as possible. Eveu a few
years' growth will answer a good purpose,
providing they are cut down and allowed
to lie on the land; and when, dry, burn
off where they are, and the rtshes permit-
ted to remain.41' This is uudtfub'.edly one
of the best preparations flnd'manure if
we' may so

'
use the term that cau be ob-

tained. ' -r- ;
- Iiigrbwingpeaches, &c, wehave fjund

-- other things being equal that new. or-

chards usually do best plan ted on old or-
chard ground, the trees get as near as pos-
sible to the decaying stumps.- Previous
to planting, however, the soil should be
broken up at least two fef deep, if possi-
ble, and ashes and such other fertilizers
added as are necessary to insure a good

i uu ' ;i ;:1growth.
' Granite soils are among the' best for

fruit, as this rock abouds in fieldspar
aud mica, both of which contiin potash

fieldspar more than mica,1 A these
rocks disintegrate and enter iuto
siiion of tho soil, they supply one of the
most necessary elements. kr the formation
of good trees and fruit. - We will also add
that some of the best orchards which we
have seen, were all alluvial (loamy) soils,
lying upon limestone rocks which come j

up near the surface. American AgrLid-turis- t.
; "'- -

Farmers' Prospect For 1855.
"Watchman, what of the jiight!"

This inquiry is on the mind if not the
lips of most men at the present time;
and as the success of the farmer lies at
thevfoundation of the success of all other
professions, those who attempt to answer
the inquiry, must scan the horizon of the
farmers'" prospects" for aiiy 'signs of
promise. W nal, then, are the prospect
of the fanners for the ensuing year, as to
the probable crops and prices? In our
opinion, good in.both respects.

; First, as to crops ; it has always" been
found that a season of severe drouth has
a beneficial effect on the soil,' so that
bountiful crops are pretty sure to be ob-

tained the following year. Besides, the
drouth of the past year taught some val-

uable lessons in regard to the importance
of deeper and better tillage, which most
farmers will put ia practice the coming
fceason.. Then, the hard times have had
the effect to drive men back to their farm3
and to industry, who before imagined that
they were ncn enough to live more gen
teelly, or smart enough tolive more easily
at other employments. This, toeiher
wiih the cheaper cost of labor, and the
'continued hign price of farm .products,
must tend to secure a large increase of
crops the present year, supposing the
season proves ordinarily favorable ; and
ia regard " to the great Pttple, vhcutf al-

ready in the ground, its preseut appear-
ance is quiij as good, we believe, a in
the'average of seasons. .

Second, as ::t& price for. the coming
season ; we think there is but little pros
pect of any decline from present raxs,
and much probability that p; k-o-s will ad-

vance, especially of such, articles as are
suited for export. Of course it is impost
sible at this time to predict ,what will be
the extent of the war movemen-- s in Eu
rope the coming season, or to what ex c'ni
thes movements will create a foreign de
maud for our products but from alt w
can see at present, we are of the oniuion
thai all bur surplus breadstuff and pro1
visions will be wants i to feed the armies
and the suffering people of other coun
tries f and U our cropa are abundaut;
the tide of gold and silver that has for the
past year fiweasoxcohtitiuously from
this country, will Jbe reversed, and wita
ia return will come a return of prosper
ity, and lher resumption of our public
improvements, L L:vV I .'-- : T- - iU
. Such are our hopes and expectation's lor
the future; but. these resides can be se- -
enred only . by indastry and fru-'alit- : so
we- - must leai n to labor and to wai; for the
"good time coming, boysl Ohio Cul-

tivator " " 4tirtH".7'.D
Profit 'of Apple Tteea.' : i f

-- Fanners "may soon reap if they, sow
skuifuUyirVeSft bow: ibQTf them Baldwi-

n-trees which have been set but Jw
years, yet many-o- f them bear apples this
season It requires no uncommon sehHi
ta eome to this result. .rj -

Buy good trees, if you would have a
good orchard. .Take, not the advice or
opinions of every' onCfcj'but hearken .to
tioiewho .navibsieeHed;in bring?
ing trees to bearing and insuring thd best
End of fruitvT ZfSome BaldwiOieesrfrom
scions,' bear small apples, that bring "but
half price; Some- - Porter trees bear only

fa the market; cod i&cot hi for the labia
at hornet rj --

; U;T' fr'tz:-- IIfycu intend to devote an acre or two
to apple tree?, it is absurd to procure any
except the best you can : find, for your
losses will be annual as long as the trees
last in case vou feet rjoor ones : but the
extra "outlay for good trees is but a little

Apples now command as high prices
as they did when but few were carried to
market- - ; Good fruits particularly are in
demand.. The truth' is. that all classes of
people.' are rbecoming more able to com-

mand these luxuries, and they will have
them. The market, extends faster than
Ue orchards, and. prices must keep up
while this isthc case;

There is no risk now in setting apple
orchards. Only a small portion of our
farmers pay any attention to trees, unless
thty happen to .find - them in "pastures
where the cows dropped the seed. They
generally prefer to raise grain and hay,
and fatU;n pork and bee Farmers near
large towns practice in a different way,
and. they clear the most money from their
costly acres, Afass. Plovghnan.

Hew Mode of Fencing.
A Vermouter has just devised anew

mode of fencing. He 'procures stakes
five feet iu length, and steeps the lower
portion of them in a solution of blue vit-

riol one pound of vitriol to forty of wa-

ter. This renders them almost indestruct-
ible by the natural process of decay.
He then drives the stakes into the ground
at a distance of eight inches apart, bring-
ing the top into a straight line, and nail-

ing upon them a narrow 6trip of board,
usiriuae haH ETeach'sfidie7 - This fence
is ci.eap cattle sheep can't get
through it; horses, will not jump' it; hogs
will go a good distance around it rather
than climb over itr, and a lazy man can't
sit m the shade of it. Boston Mail.

From Kama aiul AViratla." Zy E. Z. Ta.V.

Routes of Travel The Pacific Railroad
--Navigable Rivers.

The Territory of Kansas, from its po-

sition, is the great geographical center of
the internal commerce of the United
States. 'j;7. '': y- - i'

'

The only overland routes from the At-
lantic to the Pacific,' which have thus far
accommodated emigrants or merchants,
either pass through its bordeis, or along
the Missouri river to the valley of the
Nebraska, thus passing along on its east-

ern side.
A southern route through Texas, and

another through Aikahsas, have been ex-

plored, without thus far attracting1 the
travel of any but explorers.- - ,

Of the routes, really used, the - great
emigrant track, through the South Pass,
to Oregon and California, is by far the

" ' 'most imporiant. '
,

It must be understood that the " South
Pass" is so called only because it is south
of the passes of the uppet valley of the
Missouri, explored by Lewis and 'Clark.
It is more northerly than the pass pro
posed by Col. Fremont for a railroad,
near the line of New Mexico. .

Tiie r travel Lalong the great emigrant
road is equal to that on a considerable
turnpike at the East: Settlers leave the
liver at different places, according as
they choose different tow us for an outfit.
From Independence, Westport, Kansas
City, Weston, Sf. Mary's,-St- . Joseph's,
and other towns in Missouri and Iowa,
are ditFerent roads, therefore, leading
west or northwest to the valley of the
iNeDrassa, along wmcn is the proper em-

igrant road . Those of these tracks whic h
pass Fort Li'avenworih are accommodated
by the military road which the govern-
ment has completed between the fort and
Fort Kearney. ; ,

This road, called the " New Military
Road,' was conslructed in 1C5J, by the
government,' which caused it to be sur-

veyed, improved, and bridged, and, hav-

ing since kept it in good repair, it is call-
ed the best of the emigrant routes, bein;
high, level, dry, with tine grass and con
venient water, the old military road,
into which the road from St. Joseph en
ters, was abandoned on account of the
large streams, swamps, barrens, and hills,
an i its general crookedness.

- At rort Kearney ail tf.cse roads unite,
and there is from that place but one road
up the valley. Blacksmith shops and
ferries are established along this road for
the accommodation of travelers. ,

Tee great Santa" Fe has been for many
y'4irs followed by the overland traders tl
New Mexico. Its history, will be found
fully described in Mr. Cregg's " Com-

merce of the Prairies." It, follows, for
a short distance, the Kausas valley, cross-
es the "divide" to the great bend of the
Arkansas, and by that valley proceeds
westward to New Mexico.- -; By this route
Gen. Kearney's command , advanced in
1G4G. Leaving river at
Beut's Fort, and soon turningsouth wards,
it keeps along the east flank of the "Span-
ish Peaks" until a. lit. le south of Santa
Fe; when, by a series of passes, it crosses
into the valley of the Del Norte. ''-

. These two great lines of travel are the
only: two which are used iu general by
setders or merchants passing overland to
the west. . It, is by some modification of
the one or, the oilier that almost all the
projects for a Pacific railroad propose to
cross the continent. -

In view, however, of the fact that the
Missouri river itself gives, far north, the
nearest navigable 'access- - - to the Rocky
Mountains, Gov. Stevens, the' Governor
ot the lerrvorY.of iWashington. w:ii di
rected last year to survey the mountains
in the neighborhood of the head waters
of 'that stream, with reference to a route
for travel through some of their passes.

Meanwhile, since : the annexation ' of
New Mv'xico, several methods of passing
the mouiiiiuA to tlie noirtli of Saata Fe
liave been suggested, one of which is that
adopted by Col; Fremont in his project
for a Pacific railroad.. .

There is no physical difficulty of more
than ordi nary character in tho way of a
railroad route from the Mississippi to the
eastern base, of the. great mountain region
thus described, or to what is usually call-
ed ihe line of the ; Rocky 'Mountains.f-Th-c

slopes are nde, end an average as-

cent of about six feet to a- - mile would
carry a vail road route to the great sandy
plains! which stretch about two hundred
or three hundred miles east of thej moun
tains" propeK . The ', route through '. the
plains, and then through the ridges of the
mountains themselves, becomes the ques-
tion of especial practical interest . The
various passes proposed refer to different
mediods tf crossinx- - this region. To
describe these several passes through the
mountains, in the order in which they
have claimed public attention, ,we speak
first of the South TassH t" This is 7 at the
head of tlie 3weett,Water river,, one o!f

the highest tributaries of the North Fork

dr"&e"KebrasIaT-iit- ia earlynown V
the trappers, 4tnd is described m- - Captj
uonneTiiie's aarentures, as uir. irvmg
has presented them.; Is was "first' exam
ined with scientific, precision by Lieut
Fremont, in 1842 and afterwards on his
return from the Pacific, in 1844.'
Through this pass, all tl e overland emi-

gration to Oregon passes; and almost all
that to California:1 ' The emigrant route
follows up the north fork of the Nebras-
ka river from' Fort Laramie, in .order to
pass the'' dividing line of the mountains
at this - favorable depression." Thb re-

quires a course so farr northerly as to
make a considerable deflection in the
route of those proceeding to California
or Utah ; and ia order, if possible, to find
a more : direct pass, Capt Stansbury; in
returning from the valley of the Great
Salt Lake, in 1850, made a reconhois-sanc- e

Pass, which is so called
after Mai. Brider, who has charge of
Fort Bridger, an Indian trading post on
the ulack rork of Green river. This
pass is at the head waters of the northern
tributaries of the Grand river, called
Muddy Creek, just above where it unites
with St Yrain's.
' There appears to be no depression in

the mountain rane south of Bridger's
Pass, or of St' rain's Fork, near it,
which offers, even" to the most sanguine,
the idea of a route fit for a railroad, until
under the' parallel of 38 deg. north of
ujc euauiau jrt-ah.- dui soutnoi me mgn
land around Pile's Peak. Col. Fremont
suggests this region as the line for "the
projected line of railway; and the late
Capt. Gunnison was directed to explore
it by the government in 1853.'

To come iuto the valley of the Del
Norte,. several mountain passes were in
use " by the muleteers; four of which
were known as the Sanarre del Christo
Pass, the Roubidoux or Musca Pass,
WillLims's Pass, and. the San Luis Pass.
Once in tho valley of the Del Norte, by
one of these passes; the traveler has to
get oui again, ana mere are open to mm
westward the Coo-chf-to- Pass and the
Leroux Pass. All of these passes were
examined by Capt Gunnison. The first
four named proved quite useless for any
purposes of a railroad ; indeed, the "San- -

jre del . Christo, which was improved
as a supply road for Fort Massachusetts
on the Del Norte, is but a difficult wagon
road. Capt., Gunnison himself discovered'
a better, summit level very low, over
which even a railroad can easily be made
from the plains of the Arkansas to Fort
Massachusetts in : the valley . of the Del
Norte. . He also explored the San Luis
Pass, and thought these more practicable
than the others... These passes are just
westcf the western line of Kausas, which,
as it wiii be remembered, is on the divid-
ing ridge ovt which they cross. By
the last but one of these passes does Col.
Fremont proposes to' carry the California
railroad into the valley of the Grand River
of the west. It was free from snow, Dec.
8:h, 1853. - .

. The survey which Capt. Gunnison was
conducting in the valley of the Great Salt
Lake was interrupted by his death. : He
was killed by the Indians on the 26th of
October, with thirteen of his party. His
first officer was Lieut Beckwith, who re-

mained with the remuant of the party in
the Great Salt Lake City through the
winter, to complete the survey and draw-
ings. His report has not been published.

The traders' route to Santa Fe does
not follow the valley of the Kansas river
far. Capt. Gunnison found a line by
which, following the valley of that river,
a road could cross the Saline and Smoky
Hill Forks, and pass 'directly to the Ar-
kansas, without following the bend of that
river or of the Smoky Hill.

The usual route to Santi Fe crosses a
line of country easier than these describ-
ed so far jis that city. A line yet further
south has been surveyed along the valley
of the 'Cimarron, joining the traders' route
near Vegas, eighty miles south of the line
of Kansas. The greatest height on the
traders route, as observed by Lieut. Em-

ory when he crossed with Gen. Kearney,
is seven thousand. five hundred feet.

..
-

- Tho various routes of travel westward
are all which have been in fact followed
by persons crossing with goods or heavy
scores irom the one ocean to the other.

A southern route contemplates a line
drawn fioiri fct. Louis to the southwest
corner of Missouri, thence westerly to the
neighborhood of Bent's Fort, where it
would unite wiih that already described

The various southern roue3, converg
ing from various directions in Upper
Texas, propose to pursue a route almost
west, through El Paso and the strip of
terri:ory purchased of Mexico by the
treaty ' of December 3Jdi,' 1853, to San
r raticisco. . But these routes, though ex
plored,.have not been traveled. on by em
igrants or raei chants. .' r -

The. great practicable- - routes, thus far
used, lead, through Kansas, or the valley
oi is corasKa river.

There are various detailed questions
already agi!af.ed as to the route w hich a
railroad should follow on leaving the val
ley of the Missouri, and at what point of
t.at valley it should begin.
The Hannibal and St Joseph's railroad,

running thioujh the State of Missouri
from the" Mississippi river to the Mis
souri, nearly westward, is already in pro
gress of construction. The friends of
this enterprise are eager in pressing its
continuation westward, through Kansas,
as the beginning of a railway to the

' "' ;Pacific.:'; '.'

FurUier south the Pacific Railroad,"
so called, of Missouri, .which . is open
about, forty miles westward from St.
Louis, is to run to Kansas city, at the
mouth of Kansas river. Col. Benton and
Col. Fremont.' in proposing what is called
"Fremont's line of railroad," suggest
that it should be a continuation of this
road, and run from Kansas city. Be-

tween these lines,' Lynceus, the anony-
mous author of a femaikablc pamphlet
published in 1853, in St Louis, urges
that any road undertaken by the govern-
ment should run from Fort Leavenworth
by Bridger's Pass. It would thus pass
through the great fertile " divide " be-

tween the Kansas aud - Nebraska rivers
and,' avoiding the passage of any wide
river, proceed . nearly westward "to the
SaltlkeCHty. ...

To hazard a guess from "the entirely
insufficient - information which we have
as to the mountain passes,. the western
part of this route would be the most feas-
ible. The advantage of beginning at
Fort Leavenworth is simply that the gov-
ernment has already - a large establish-
ment at that post. - It would be neces-
sary to build a line, from Kansas" ciry,
thirty miles, on the. west . bank of the
Missouri to connect'with the "Pacific
railroad " of the Missouri. A line of

It must fce rememTwred that Utah CracV, on
which Fort Maasaehtttta stand, ia a tribntaiy
of the Del Norte, and ha no connection with th s

not in tha Cua Territory. -

about the same lerigtSrwonld connect with
theHanttibaFand tyoseph?s nuircad
al the north, but continuity would be
interrupted by the Missouri river-- - ?

: It is scarcely probable that the advan- -'

tages resulting from the establishment of
a base of operations at Fort Leavenworth,
would compensate for the considerable di-

vergence from a western line which would
be necessary to get there. 4 If Bridger's
rass, or bt. ram s, just south of it4
prove practicable, aunetrom Kansas City;
up the valley of Kansas river, through
this pass,-woul- unite the advantages
claimed for a route ' from Fort Leaven-
worth.' ... .'.

But it must be understood that all 6uch
speculations with regard to a Pacific
railway are, thus far,' simply speculations.
The public and the newspapers are fond
of talking as if an enterprise of this sort
were to be completed in a year or two, by
what is called the "indomitable energy
of the American . people." In fact, two
bids have been offered to Congress, offer-
ing' to build a road from the Mississippi
to San Francisco in five years." If two
hundred working days could be crowded
into each year, besides the exceptions ne-

cessary in the mountains, in winter, and
those arising from storms and other inter-
ruptions, this would be at the rate of two
miles of railroad a cay,'half of which,
through the great mountain plateau de-

scribed, is through a worse country than
a railroad was ever carried through, com-
pletely destitute of supplies, and often of
water. ' ; '

To begin to build a great route of com
munication to the Pacificthe first neces-

sity is to begin to tilk reasonably about
it. Ana nrsr, it win require a population
through which it is to pass, so far as the:
country can support a population. The
emigration to Kansas will give it that
population for two hundred miles, per-

haps ' three hundred miles, further than
now exists. Settlers who establish them-

selves along the valley of the Kansas, and
between Fori Riley and Fort Kearney,
may indulge the hope that the great line
of western communication will one day
pass near them. ' At present, as has been
said already, the great line of emigrant
travel is along the military road north-
west from Fort Leavenworth.

The. largest number of overland emi
grants which crossed' the plains in one
year was eighty thousand. - ' -

A military road is now in progress from
Fort Leavenworth to Fort Kiley ;

W e have spokenof these routes togethi
er, because they passed in or near the re-

gions of Nebraska and Kansas, which will
be first settled.-- ' It remains to speak of
the remarkable passes much further north,
explored, in 1853, by Gov. Sevens. This
officer, After a rapid recoimoissauce of a
line through the territory of Minnesota,
from the city of St. Paul to the neigh
borhood of old Fort Mandan, carried a
survey along the north side of the Mis-

souri river to the neighborhood of Fort
Benton. West of this fort ho examined
two passes, one called Cadot's Pass, the
o:her surveyed by Lieut: Mulian, ' He
represents the level of Cadot s l'ass as
three thousand feet lower than that of the
South Pass, as measured by Col.' Fre-

mont ,His full report is not yet publish
ed. His sketch of the surveys west of
the mountains does not appear very en
couraging. Uut the omcers wno winter-
ed ill the neighborhood of Cadot's and
Muliau's Passes report that these were
but little encumbered with snow. It may
vet Drove that the supplies for Oreirou
and Washington Territories may be for
warded by the Missouri and one of these
passes, the mam dithculties will ; be
found, not in the main ridge of the Rocky
Mountains, but in the Territories them-

selves.
'

- : : .

It may be well to repeat here what has
already been stated, that the Missouri
river can be navigated by. steamboats to
the Great Falls- .- : . .

The Yellowstone has been navigated
eighty miles from its mouth.

It is navigable by flatboats two or three
hundred miles' fur.her.

The El Paso steamboat ascended the
Nebnuki four or five hundred- - miles, in
the spring of 1853. -

- Steamboats ascend the Kansas river to
Fort Riley.

A steamboat has ascended the Arkan-
sas, during high water, for nearly a hun-

dred miles above the south line of Kan- -
SOS.

These are the only navigable rivers in
the two Territories. ' '

Revolution in Baffling. :

In various partsof Massachusetts, a ma-
te rial for the construction of dwelling- -... O
nouses, stores, Darns, kc, is coming into
use. This new material is called con,. rcie,
and is made of gravel and lime. We be-

lieve it was Mr. Fowler, of New - York,
who first used the article in this country
for building purposes. : Two or three
buildings of this material are in process
of erection in this city, and we - feel safe
ia predicting that: ere long uo material
will be more . generally used than con-
crete. - We saw one house at Hopcdale
the other day, a bcaudful octagon, the
walls aud "partitions of which, from cel-

lar to roof, - cost but one hundred and fif-

ty dollars, labor and stock included. The
material trail be shaped into every con-
ceivable form. Those who 'desire col-

umns, pilasters, cornices, or other archi-
tectural ornaments' to their dwellings, can
have them' almost without money and
without price; for lime is cheap; and
gravel can be had for nothing.: Conv
fortable, convenient, beautiful, and dura-
ble homes may be built of concrete for
less than one half the 'cost out f any
other known material. : The introduction
of concrete will form- - a new era r ia the
art of building; and be the means, we
ardently hope, of providing "homes for
all." Rhode Island Freeman, r

The Broad Seal of Nebraska.
We don't remember ' to have seen a

more appropriate and beautiful device,
than the one designed by '. Gov.' CrsiisG
for the seal of Nebraska, which has been
executed in metal by one of the mechan-
ics of Cleveland The Cleveland Plain--
dealer gives the following1 description of
it : - as tne top are-m- words 'fopuiar
Sovereignty, and at the base ' Progress.
Oh the lefC in a frock coat and wool hat,
with gun and othtr hunting equipage, a
borderer is receiving frorna citizen on
the right a scroll, on which is written
' The Constitution, over which floats the
stars f and ; stripes.-- ' The ; ; plow, - anvil;
steamer, and locomotive add their indi-
cations for a glorious future of Nebraska."

Grund HujAds EuipurerJ - - '

I TJ3T Pride is disgusting if it manifests
itself in contempt of otherseven of. the
lowliest'' A ; careless; frivolous ' fellow
may' deal in 1 ridicule 'and ' contempt.
VYJthout respecting himself, how can he
respect others? But a man who is; con-
scious of his own worth has; no right to
undervalue his TDoxe-mcn- .- Goethe '

We
. . Ietter trozn Sansas. --j

The following ihterestiog letter we find

in a late number of the Missouri Demo- -'

crat, published at St. Louis 5 ,

f

,
"

.: ' v; Leavzjtworth Crrr, K. T., )

sr. : v.1 J January 3d, 1855. ;J
Have you ever, been' lost npott a prai

rie T tlave you ever traveled a whole
day and night at a rapid and killing pace

in what you supposed to oea straignt
line, and a part of the way pursued by
wolves, and found yourself, at the end of
thai time, within two miles of the place
of starting ? t; If not, you have no idea of
my experience a few days since, and I
wUl teU you. 1 . -

THB WEATHER ' ; ': - -

I The weather for several weeks past has
been like that genial season which we
call Indian summer. The fays of a tright
sun were tempered by a veiled tsy, and
the air was of almost enervating softness.
The only breezes came from the south j

and seemed to bear perfume upon their
balmy pinions. - Old Boreas, slumbering
in his mountain caverns, sent down no
breathings to remind us of his preroga-
tive. The" old year glided quietly to its
end. ' Winter received it to its bosom
with unusual warmth, and watched Over
it with maternal tenderness. ' No snows
chilled its age ; no storm-cloud- s disturb-
ed its serenity. - All living- things were
induced to be abroad, and I, mounting
my horse, made for the boundless plains,
where I could enjoy in full fruition and
uninterruptedly a contemplation of nature
as she smiled all around me, over heaven
and earth, iu apparent fullness of beat-
itude '' "" '

TUK PBAIKIES.
Prairie birds disported themselves by

thousands upon the hill tops, and wild
deer bounded gracefully along the vales.
I . had no murderous' weapon with me,
and they seemed to know it; for they
came near and played about me. I felt
so at peace with all the world that I could
hardly have been induced to 6lay a reptile.
It is rarely that the denizens of cities
have such feelings. . Their constant con-
tact creates rivalries and contests which
beget excitements, jealousies, and animos
ities. A trip to the plains would be of
service to them.: It is much more health-
ful, both to the mind and body, than all
the fashionable resorts at mineral waters
or the sea shore, and they would return
home much better and ' happier, physi-
cally and morally.

THE EMIGRANT AND HIS HOME.

Towards nightfall, I found myself ap-
proaching a piece of woodland, which
marked the coursing of a rivulet. The
baying of a watch-do- g saluted my ear,
and '

'I knew by the smoke which so gracefully enried,'1

that a hospitable dwelling was at hand.
The habitations of the squatters are, as
yet, but rude cabins ; but their doors are
always open to welcome strangers, and
their hospitality, is universal and sincere.

Wben I introduced myself to my host,
he remarked that he had heard of me be-

fore, and was glad that he could have an
opportunity of talking with me about the
recent election, and the future of Kansas ;

that he was born in Fairfax county, Vir-

ginia, and had emigrated with his father
to Ohio, when still a youth ; that, on ar-

riving at manhood, he married a Ken
tucky lady, and settled in Columbus ;

tliat a pork speculation embarrassed him
a short time since, and he moved to Kan-

sas with his wife and two children, and
built himself a comfortable cabin, in this
beautiful and fertile spot, where he had
felt independent, and had hoped to re-

main; but that he now felt almost again
unsettled, as the indications of the late
election were anything but favorable to
the peace and prosperity of Kansas.

I asked, WTny do you think so ? Were
you opposed to the election of Whitfield ?

KANSAS . ELECTION FRAUDS GEN. WIIIT-- 1

FIELD ATCHISON, ETC.

- lie. No. I not only voted for him,'
but advocated his election. I believe, if
he will act independendy, and agreeably
to his own unbiased convictions, he will
make a most excellent representative.

Why should you think he would -

act otherwise T ' '

He. From what I saw at the election
I was satisfied tliat Atchison and his
friends were using unfair means to secure
his success ; and when I see unfairness
in anything, I have suspicion of all the
parties connected with it. . - '".-'"- '

I. How was the unfairness ?
He. --By stocking, in some instances;

the judges of election, and' introducing
hundreds of the citizens of Missouri as
voters, and having their votes recorded.

In this you surely , are mistaken.
Governor Keeder appointed the judgesy
and the voters were sworn as to their res-

idence, and none but citizens of Kansas
were entitled to vote. '

He. That is true ; and it is also true
that Governor Reeder appointed the judg
es of election. But Gov. Reeder was a
stranger in Kansas, and had to rely, in a
great measure upon the suggestions and
recommendations of those, around him,
and they had persons selected in each
district whose views coincided with their
ownt In a few instances some of the
judges were absent, and their places had
to be ' filled. - In ' one of the districts, a
citizen of Missouri was nominated for; a
vacancy. A: citizen of Kansas opposed
his appointment, for the sole reason that
he was a "Missourian,- and Consequently
could not act. ; Warm words ensued, and
a.' citizen of Missouri, of high standing
and influence struck , the citizen of Kan
sas. Persons on both sides interfered ;

but the Missouri party were so strong as
to carry their point,' and a citizen of Mis-

souri was made judge' of a Kansas elec- -

tion. . ; . :.. I.-- ,' ' !.1

As to the voting, I saw inany; very
many Missourians, who have claims to
respectability at home,' swearing that
they resided in Kansas, and that they did
not come here merely to Vote.; who were

not in Kansas before that ; morning, liave
not been in Kansas since l that day, and
who never had, and never expect to have;
a home in Kansas. Was not this a fraud ?
I was astonished at what I saw; but I did
not then suspect Whitfield of having had
any participation in it Bat subsequently
I heard frojngood; authority, that be
was in all the M issouri towns along the
line urging the people to come oyer and
prevent, by every means, the election of
the Abolition candidate," as he Styled
Flenniken. This started an excitement
which many - kept moving.! It isrhia-pere- d

that this course was suggested to
Whitfield by Atchison. ; That may, or
may not be a fact ; for we find prom-

inent Whigs alsa1 engad in it.
? spoke at Liberty,: and CoL

Broadus Thompson, and others, addressed
a large squatter meeting, composed of
citizens of Kansas and Missouri, at Wa-thec- a,

aod all urged the people along the

lifij?; ?bjr yery consideratioh ot intf to f

respect as squatter- - sovereigns, and ?bf
patriotism; as they rerered the institu-
tion of to forestall the
purposes of the ''Emfgrant Aid Society,"
and to prevent them moulding a govern-
ment from such materials as they were
importing by scores into tlie Territory, as
mere political machines.-- ' These geutle--me- n;

however, advocated none but fair
means by &oa fde settlement, and con- -j

certed" resistance upon - principle.- - Bat
the friends of --Atchison, who had ' been
all the while fanning the name; now seiz-

ed upon the combustible materials which
had been scattered' broad-cas- t; and blew
them into that conflagration which 6wept
over all law and justice and right; in
Kansas.- - 1 apprehend that the power
which carried Whitfield to Congress
may control him there. : J -

I4 If it should; 1 can see no evil that
can result from it ; Whitfield, I am sure,
will labor for the good of our young Ter
ritory; and on the slavery question he
can do no more than any other citizen.
But I believe him to be above the influ
ences that you fear may govern him, and
1, furthermore, tbmk he would have been
elected without the vote from Missouri.
SLA VERT, K0T THE TEST rESTIOK AT THE

'' ' '
; T KANSAS ELECTION. '

: He. That is possible ; nay, even very
probable; for Whitfield is a clever man,
highly esteemed personally, and knows!
as much about the wants of the Territory
as any man in it. tsut my fear is that he
will suffer himself to be used, as the re-

sult of the election has already . been, to
produce a false impression in regard to
the actual sentiment of Kansas upon the
subject of slavery. I saw many Free
sailers vote for hint, and slavery was not
recognized by the citizens of Kansas as
the test question cfthe election. ' Whit-
field, in his speeches at Leavenworth
city and elsewhere, and in his conversa-
tion, said distinctly that that was a ques-
tion' for the people' to settle when they
formed their government, and.with which
he had no more to do than any private
citizen. We believed him to be a good
citizen, a worthy man, and a sound Dem-
ocrat, while his competitors were com-
parative strangers, and, for those reasons,'
we voted for him. ' But, since his elec-
tion, it has been proclaimed to the world
that slavery was the test question," and
that his success was a great and decisive
slavery triumph. His failure to contra-
dict such a report will give it credit, and
will produce an impression which will
prejudice the future of Kansas most y,

if not destructively. It will
deter emigration from the free,' and en
courage it from the slave States,1 until
there may be a sufficient number of the
latter to ingraft that terrible exotic, slave-

ry, upon the constitution of the State ; in
wh ieh event Congress will refuse to ad-

mit us into the confederacy, an appalling
convulsion will shake the land, and dis-

cord, strife, and civil war may spring up
amongst ourselves. At all events, it
would retard and embarrass us for many
years. Whereas, by removing this false
impression, aud making a fair representa-tio- n

of the real condition of things in this
healthy,- beautiful and fertile country;
there would soon be an emigration of en-

terprising menj who would rapidly eon-ve- rt

it into a free, vigorous', aud prosper-
ous State of the confederacy, and she
would then move onin her natural destiny
of wealth and powerJ -

1 replied that, under the treaty between
France and the United States, Kansas, as
a portion of the province of Louisiana,
and also as a sovereign State, would Lave
a right to come into the confederacy with-

out asking favors of Congress ; but that,
as I wanted fairness in all things, I should
w rite what he had said, and send it to
you for publication. .'Those editors who
desire to see fair play can copy it from
your valuable columns. i -

.

LOST ON THE PRAIRIE, AND A NIGHT WITH
THE WOLVES THRILLING ESCAPE.

Bed-tim- e came, and I was soon in tho
embrace of Morpheus, who carried me
far away into the scenes very different
from those around me.' In the morning
I was regaled with a breakfast of excellent
coffee, boiled grouse and venison, and as
nice, hot rolls as could be set before you
by' any of the best housewives of St.
Louis. Soon after I set out to retrace my
solitary way back to my home." The at
mosphere was very hazy so much so
that vision could not reach more than hall
a mile. . I started in the riht direction
across the prairie and rode quietly on,
communing with myown thoughts. Sage
refleciions and beautiful fancies thronged
my brain that day. I wish I could con-
vey them to you ; though they could not
interest you half as much as they did me,
for I forgot myself and my way, and late
in the evening found that I was wander-
ing amidst solitudes. ' Whichever way I
turned was waste beyond waste. 'On
every hand was vastness ofexpanse,' with

smoke to indicate man's
habha Jon, and ho living thing to relieve
its desolateness. In this infinite wOdness
I became confused The sun had gone
down." and the points of the compass were
lost to me. ' I pressed my horse to a
quicker pace, m the hope that I might
see some dwelling, or meet some human
being before the night closed around me.1

This hope was': vain. The young moon,
which had sent some light through the
fleecy clouds,1 at length disappeared; and
I was left ('in - uUer darkness. No longer
could I distinguish the trad which I had
been ' following for several hours, and
which' seemed ftow-- to branch out' into
others at . everr step. ' I could not tell
whether T "was approaching or' going
further from the settlements, andl con-

cluded that the" safest plan would be 'to
halt for' the niAt I dismounted, took
off my saddle tied the bridle to one of
tne stirrups, so as to allow as long range-a-

possible for my horse, "add still have
him secure; and then laid down; or rather
iuclined with my arm across the saddle
and head upon my hand.1 I did notTeel
like sleeping ; iny situation was too novel
a one for that; but I must confess that,' a$
my horse browsed around me, I did feel
m'e eating."" I had fasted longer, ttaa
usual; and vision of the nice meal of the
morning were before me. ' Perhaps-a-

hour had ibuspassedwheh suddenly my
horse started, and ' pricked his' ears,' and
gave every indication of great alarm. He
stood almost jover"" me, trembling "and
snorting, and seeming disposed to protect
me irom inrpenaing aanger. . ' i sprung
instantly to my feet apd peered into the
darkness", in the direction in which1 he
was looking, and discovered upon a slight
elevation between me and theeky;a large
black wojf twenty paces distant." As
I looked he seemed ; to be creeping to-
wards me, and several others appeared
behind him. ;; My feelings were indescrib
able, as I began to realize the horrors of
my sirutionalone, " urianned,;ui the
dark night,'far from succor, I was to be
attacke and perhaps,; devoured ' by
wolves; A tnottsan4.thonghts.camn at

once. The eidy aJternatave was W escape.
Not an instant was toi be lost I threw
rajrsaddle on, leaped" into" it, anxidashed
away at full speedy I kher not whither. j

The" voracious pack- - came rushing after
me Ever and anon my ear would catch
the low, quick pantings, the sudden rust- -

lings,: the rapid pit-a-pa- ts of small, scft
feet, as on they came upon my track ;. but
my noble ,bay, though, hungry and fa- -,

tigued, seemed gaining strength and ac-

celerating . his speed ; and over' hillock,
and down ravine, . and through L stream
and gully . he flew: before them- - unfalter-
ingly, and. thrilled .me with a . senso, of
safety.? In half an hour I had distanced
them ; but having beard of their unyield-
ing pertinacity ..in running' dowa what-
ever they had started, I did not slacken
ray pace for an hour or-- two, and., then
kept on at a brisk canter until, at the
dawn of day, I discovered a cabin, at the
door of which .a broad deep-chest-

squatter was engaged in cutting wood.
I then knew that all danger was passed.
I alighted and related my adventure, and
found that I was only two miles from my
place of , departure the morning- - before,
and that much further from my home.-- 1

rested that day and night, and set out
early next morning, which was clear and
bright, and reached my home just as

twilight dews ,were falling." Truly
y0U, . ; .SUX tiAUU.

The Mississippi, r

The following true and eloquent re
marks are. the commencement of a letter
from Chas, A-- Dana, Esq., of the N. Y;
Tribune, who accompanied the lateexcur-sio- n

given by the Rock Island railroad.
It is dated from St Paul : ;

'Certainly, of all our rivers, the Mis-

sissippi is the most imposing, the most
picturesque, and the most beautiful. I
speak now of that portion of it above tSe
mouth of the Missouri, for the.restl have
not seen. , Magnitude with the most del-

icate finish, grandeur of outline with ex?
quisite beauty of detail, are the charac-
teristics of scenery. he broad andpow-erf- ul

stream is broken by frequent islands
covered with dense ifoliage ;. which, at
this season at least, is deliciously fresh
and green, and bordered by lofty bluffs,
far more than the Palisades of the Hud
son, rising in every fantastic yariety of
form, with abrupt and .craggy rocks in
front, but 'with, the most perfect green
sward stretching, back to the prairie in the
rear, .or sloping down in lovely hollows
and charming noocs tnat oreaic the con-
tinuity of this river wall, and give con
stant change and delight to the beholder.
These hills all wear the aspect of old cul
tivation ; and the groves of oak that dot
their smooth surface, scattered along
their sides, or perched like orchards on
their summits, .hare ..nothing wild, and
favor the illusion. The rocks that form
the foundation of the bluffs . and chiefly
face the river, do not rise abruptly from
the water's edge, but break, out about
half , way up the height, to tower perpen-
dicularly and broken, in the form of an-

cient wfdls, or castle battlements, so that
tho very Rhine does not seem more hnv-tori- c

in its appearance, , At a little dis-

tance, so regular are these walls, so true
often the culminating point, so regular
the abrasurcs of time and weather, that
it is difficult not to believe that , some
race of barbarians built these fastnesses,
and long ao left them to fall to ruin.

V As I said, no river is so rich, in all
the elements of beauty and there , are
Indian legends enough for romantic asso
ciation but, above all, no river is so
rich in all the elements of power. ' We
gazed with wonder at these astonishing
helds prepared by nature herself, where
the first tool of the pioneer is the plow
and at this soil whose teeming richness
and facility of culture announces the
home of millions. There is no region on
earth, I think, which can sustain a larger
population than on both sides of the
northern Mississippi. A rich sou, suited
to every product of the temperate zone.
and absolutely inviting the hand of the
farmer ; a climate genial but not enerva-
ting ; frequent streams to afford water
power, and fuel abundant on the earth ;

the great river for a highway, and, rail-

roads, which in forty-eig- hours land
the traveler on the AtLantu; with all
these advantages the entire country must
become the home of one of the freest,
most intelligent, most powerful, and most
independent communities of the world.
Nowhere, else has the Land of Provi-
dence so marked out the foundations of
empire; nowhere else is there such an in
flux of emigration from all directions.

The Band of God in the.DeserL
Bayard Taylor, in his " Journal to

Central Africa,'! thus speaks of the natu-

ral beauties of the great. Nubian Desert :

" I soon fell iuto "a regular daily rou
tine of travel,; which, during allmy latter
experiences of the desert, never became
monotonous. 1 rose at dawn every morn
ing, and bathed my eyes with a handfull
of the precious water, and drank a cup of
cohee. Afterthe tent bad been struct
and the camels laden, I walked ahead for
two hours; often so far in advance that I
lost sight and hearing of the caravan
found an. unspeakable fascination in the
sublime solitude of the desert. I often
beheld the sun rise, when, within the
wide ring of 'the horizon, there was no
other living creature to be seen' He
came up like a god, in awful glory, and
it would; have been'a na.ural act," had I
cast myself upon the sand and worshiped
him. ' The sudden change in the color
ing of the" landscapebn his appearance i
the lighting up of the dull sand into a
warm, golden hue,' and the tinting of
purple and violet on the distant porphyry
hills; was a morning miracle which I
never beheld without awe'! The richness
of this coloring made the desert beauti
ful ; it was too brilliant ' for desolation.
The 'scenery; so far from depressing,' in
spired "and exhilerated me. T never felt
the ; sensation. ' of physical health and
strength' in such 'perfection and ?was
ready to shout from morning' till (night,
irom tne ovemow oi nappy spints. Ane
air is an elixir of life, as sweet and pure
and refreshing as that 1 which the r first
man breathed, on " the '. morning of crea
tion. ' You inhale the unadulterated ele
raents of the atmosphere ; for there are no
exhalations from moist earth; vegetable
matter, or the smo"kes and steams which
arise from' theabodes of rnen; to stain its
purity . 'This air, even more than its si-

lence ahcT solitude, is the secret of one's
attachment to the desert. 1 It is a beaati
fill lllnsiratmn nf tho
of that Providence whka leaves feoue cf
the waste places of the earth without some
axmtng gkry Where 'all the pleasant

there is no --green thin ho fount for the
thirsty lip scarcely the shadow of a rock
to shield the wanderer in. the blazing
noon" God has breathed upon;" the wu
deraess his sireetest and teqeTt breath;
giving elearness. to. the eye, strength., to
the fr&jBe, and1 the most joyou? ex;hilera:
tiou to the spirits." ! - : - - : : f

T exxatuts A.' mmcC- -

5 i--
1 have done at knsrth with dresminff !

ii- i- Ueftocforth, Of tooTtiOulof mine, --

. Tbr mast take up sword and gnmtktf .
' ' Waging warfare most divine.-'J- " .'
--.v: I'ti;.,- 72- - -- aA

lift ia atrnffie wmhat vktory !
' Wherefore hTl alnmbcexi tp, 1 :u

,,."With t!tf forocti ail nmnaT&ale3 1 , i ? .
' "Whir my weapon ail nxklrswaf

U-- .r '''i LCt'--i--- i 7f?.iJT l
Obt.whfttacrioasrecor4 "

Had the angtelTef tne kept.-;- 4 "

Had I done instead of donMoA, ' , . . -
HaH I arrvt lntj! nt mrr 1

"

But begone regret, bsHPaBirf ;i ,"r"--Ye bat weaken at the t&t;
4 1 have tried the traated we'apftnii, . ; , ;.

Koating erst within my breaat.."-
.... - ; t

I hare wakened to ray dntj- - . .
' To a knovlauge strong acd deep' ''

u 4That I reckoned not aforetime -
v : ;

, In my long inglorious eleen. . "
, ,

. For te live is something useful f ,V' And I knew it not before; ' J '
. And I dreamed not how stnpendoit-'- ;

.
L

'" .Was the secret that I bore -

The great, deep, mvsterious secret, . . ,

Of a life to be wroosrht cut '
v Into warm, heroic action, - ; .? r--

Weakened not by fear or doubt. , .

. In this subtle sense of bein , ;. , . .

- ' Newly stirred in every vein,'- -

- I can iecl a throb electno-l- - i :

I'ieahure Lf allied to paitt.
4

Tiaao great, and yet so awful,
So bewiklering, yet brave

To be Idas in every conflict .
'

, Where, before, 1 crouched a slave. .

Tis so glorious to be eonacious - -- V
' - Of a growing power within.

Stronger than the rallying forces ' v.' " '

Of a charged and marshaled sin I T

Never in those old romances
, - Felt I half the sense of life, a.ri .
That I feci within me stirring

Standing oa this place of strife- - -

' ' Oh. those olden days of dalliance,'
- When I wantoned with my fate, f

When I trifled with a knowledge ;
v That hod well nigh come too late.

" TetVmy soul,looV not behind thee! .
. Thou hast work to do at last;'. : - u .

Let the brave toil of the present
Overarch the crumbled past. ' '

' Bnild thy great acts high and higher,
'

- Build them on the conquered sod
Where thy weakness first fell bleeding,

u Where thy first prayer rose to God--

.... Tot Sensaa.
Ibxkla, Ohio, Dec. 20, 1854.

- Mr. Editor : Will you be so kind as
to lend us the aid of the columns of your
paper, through which only we can reach ,

the class of people we wish to address.
Designing- to emigrate ' to Kansas hext
spring, wishing to enjoy the privileges of
the church to which we belong, and be-- ;
lieving it to be a duty we owe to ourselves
and pur children to be within the bounds
and influence of the Gospeb.ahd suppos-- :
ing that many more of our members will
emigrate.thither, we would like to form
a colony take with lis one or more min-

isters; and establish a church immediate-
ly. All that wish to go might suit them
selves in neighborhoods close enough to
organize churches, which would be a.
great deal better than to scatter over the
country j'and'it would take away one pi
the principal objections to a new country

If there should be any more of the As
sociate, or Associate Beformed, that wish .

to enter into any such plans, we would bo
glad .if they would inform us either by
mail, or ' through your paper, and we
would meet at some convenient pomt and
form arrangements for emigration; Yours'
truly, DAVID CARNAHAN,

jAAitsxiuas.., ,

n T Slavery la'trta!. ' ' v

The editor of the Chicago Press re--4

ports a conversation with, two Mormon
brethren, who recently passed throught
that city on their way to New Yoikfor
the purpose of establishing a paper there.
The Mormon Elders say: - . !

As respects slavery in the Territory,
we were assured there was but little of it
there yet it is there. " Some slaves have
been liberated by their owners since they-- .

were taken to U tah ; others still remain
slaves But the most of those who take
slaves there pass over with them in a little,
while to San Bernedmg a Mormon set
tlement m California, 700 or .800 miles--

from Salt Lake City. - How many slaves
are held there, they could not say but
the number, relatively, was by no means
small. A single person had taken be- -,

tween forty and fifty, and many bad gone
in with small numbers." - -

i
"

Farmeia of the Old School.
Adam was a farmer-whil- yet in para

dise, and after his fall was commanded to
earn his bread by the sweat of his brow

Job, the honest, upright, and patient,
was a farmer, and his stern endurance
has passed into a proverb. ' '

Socrates was a tanner, and yet wedded
to his calling the glory of bos immortal'
philosophy. ; :..;v; vr

Cincmnatus was a fknner, and one of
the noblest Romans. "X

Burns was a farmer and the muse
found him at the plotr and filled his soul
with poetry.; ;i f-- t- - v" -

, Washington was a fanner, and retired
from the highest earthly station to enjoy;
the quiet, rural life and present to the
world a spectacle ofhuman greatness.
' p : dander. ' 1 f"

; - Ainst sVcder ; there is o defense.
Hell cannot boast so fbui a fiend, norzaaa
deplore so foul a foe. It stabs : with , a
word, with a nod, with a shreg, with a.
look, witb a smile. ".; It . is ' apestilence-walkin-

in darkness, spreading contagiotu
far and wide which the most weary trav- -

eler cannot avoid. It is the heart-search- --

ing dagger of 'the assassin.1 It is tho
poisoned' arrow whose wound is incara-be- :.

It is as mortal as the most dreadfal
sting of the most . deadly, asp ; murder is.
its employment, innocence, its prey, anoV .

ruin its sport j5rjt. '
: - '

- - XT&nsas.

The general impression has "been thzL
the .bpundary;'assigned to Ksnsaa. 6nlyr
brought its southern border to thVAr-kahsa- s

river, when,'; in tact, the law; of
tfie Land OSce embosoms the ; rjchlyf
bordered' 'Arkansas and tributaries,
with their noble forests, iii ihe mMst"or.
this he wly-lat- d off Tcrnto.ryC?Tbe great:
northern; bend of the Arkansas is found
near the center of thegreat parallelogram
which ' must in Ume constitute at least,
three additional States in the tUnSon.

' jKTlt is stated that one hundred faa--ili- ea

intend emrating in the sprihg from
ijourpon county, ivenotcay, to CAnats.

- 3T.Who purposely chests bis friend
would cheat his God. ! i&tt

.."-- .': i;.... ; ,' h.ji l

receive your God.. s 'CZ'.i'i1

loarned, but to tho good
-


